Tumoral calcinosis of the filum terminale.
Tumoral calcinosis is a rare disorder presenting with tumor-like masses of calcification, usually in soft tissues around large joints. Although this condition has been reported in the spine, this is the first reported instance of this uncommon lesion occurring in the intradural compartment, involving the filum terminale. A 55-year-old man presented with back and right leg pain. Initial investigations revealed no cause. A review of his original magnetic resonance imaging scans revealed an intradural calcified mass at L3 level. Surgical exploration was undertaken. A L3 laminectomy revealed a calcified mass adherent to the filum terminale. Frozen section from this mass revealed tumoral calcinosis involving the filum terminale. This is the first known case of intradural involvement by tumoral calcinosis. This is an uncommon disorder, and a high index of suspicion is required to diagnose the condition, which can recur if incompletely removed.